


We eagerly wait 
for the hope of 
righteousness 
through the 

Spirit by faith.



Being circumcised 
or not being 
circumcised 

doesn’t matter 
in Christ Jesus, 

but faith working 
through love 
does matter.



But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, 
patience, 
kindness, 
goodness, 

faithfulness,



gentleness, and 
self-control. 

There is no law 
against things 

like this.



Those who 
belong to Christ 

Jesus have 
crucified the self 
with its passions 
and its desires.



If we live by the 
Spirit, let’s follow 

the Spirit. 



Let’s not become 
arrogant, make 

each other angry, 
or be jealous of 

each other.
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First 
Week…



Galatians 1 
We see the 

movements of 
God’s prevenient, 

justifying and 
sanctifying 

grace.



What Is 
Grace?



The Book Of Discipline 
defines grace as 
“the undeserved, 

unmerited, and loving 
action of God in 
human existence 
through the ever-

present Holy Spirit” 
(2016 BOD P. 51). 



Second 
Week…



Galatians 2
Paul reminds 
the Galatians 
of his call and 

credibility. 



He tells of his 
conversation 

with Peter and 
emphatically 
states that



there is no 
distinction 

between Jewish 
converts and 

Gentile 
converts.



It is God who 
acts in and 

through grace. 
We are invited 
to respond to 

this grace.



Third 
Week…



Galatians 3 
Paul wants the 

Galatians to 
rely on grace 

and not the law 
for salvation. 



Paul explains 
how the act of 
baptism is how 

people are 
adopted into the
family of God 
and are, then, 

clothed in Christ. 



Paul stresses the 
importance of 
being one in 

Christ without 
distinction.



Last 
Week…



Paul describes how our 
relationship with the law 

changes due to the 
decisive moment in time 
when God enters into the 

world as Jesus Christ.  

Galatians 4



We are invited to have 
the same close, loving 
relationship with God 

that Jesus had.



As we come to faith 
through grace, we are 

formed individually in the 
image and likeness of 
Jesus, but we are also 
formed in his image 

together as community. 



We are called to help bring 
out the image and likeness 
of Christ in others. We seek 
to help each other live in the 

freedom of grace rather 
than the bondage of the law 

and the world. 



This 
Week…
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What Is 
Happening 
In Chapter 

5?



Galatians 5:1-12, 
Paul tells them 

what he has told 
them and 

pushes forward. 



What was 
God’s intended 
goal for Christ’s 
actions for us, 
specifically his 

death aimed at 
our sins? 



What God’s 
intended goal 
was and is we 
would live in 

freedom because 
of Christ, in 

fulfillment of His 
promise, and by 
the Spirit’s work.



Galatians 5:13-15, 
Paul is talking 

about, “Christian 
freedom.” It is 

freedom won by 
Christ and made 

available to those 
who trust him. 



This brand of 
liberty is not the 

same as other 
conceptions 
of freedom. 



Galatians 5:16-
26, clarifies what 

our liberty is 
meant to be and 

how it is to be 
lived out. 



It is 
interesting—
perhaps even 
surprising that 
the law is not 
thrown aside. 



In fact, it is to 
be “fulfilled,” 
rather than 
summed up.



Let’s Re-read 
The Focus 

Passages For 
Today.



We eagerly wait 
for the hope of 
righteousness 
through the 

Spirit by faith.



Being circumcised 
or not being 
circumcised 

doesn’t matter 
in Christ Jesus, 

but faith working 
through love 
does matter.



But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, 
patience, 
kindness, 
goodness, 

faithfulness,



gentleness, and 
self-control. 

There is no law 
against things 

like this.



Those who 
belong to Christ 

Jesus have 
crucified the self 
with its passions 
and its desires.



If we live by the 
Spirit, let’s follow 

the Spirit. 



Let’s not become 
arrogant, make 

each other angry, 
or be jealous of 

each other.



These passages in 
Galatians lift up 
three ways that 
the Holy Spirit 

works within us 
leading us to live 

a life of grace 
that bears fruit.



1) Live In 
The 

Freedom 
The Spirit 

Gives. 



Speak to the 
tension between 

living in the 
Spirit verses 

living in the law. 



Define Biblical 
freedom – no 
longer being 

held captive, not 
just freedom 

from but 
freedom for. 



“For through the 
Spirit, by faith, 
we eagerly wait 
for the hope of 
righteousness” 

(vs. 5). 



By this 
statement we 

know that 
freedom in the 
Spirit does not 

mean freedom to 
do as we please, 



but freedom by 
the Spirit to be 

what God 
created us to be 
and redeemed 

us to be. 



Freedom is not for 
self-indulgence 

but for self-giving 
love for others.



2) Follow 
The Path 

Of The 
Spirit. 



Live by the Spirit 
(vs. 16) - the 

positive following 
of the Spirit directs 

us to refuse the 
desires of the flesh. 



Be led by the Spirit 
(vs.18) and be 

guided by the Spirit 
(vs.25) seems to 
speak of specific 
choices, taking 
deliberate steps 
to keep in step 
with the spirit. 



Transformation 
comes through the 
work of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives.



3) Bear 
The Fruit 

Of The 
Spirit. 



The Spirit is tied 
to the faith, hope 
(vs. 5) and love 

(vs.22) expressed 
in this chapter. 



Love is listed as 
the first fruit of 

the Spirit. It is the 
fruit that gives 

expression to the 
other fruits listed. 



This (joy, peace, 
patience, 
kindness, 

generosity, 
faithfulness, 

gentleness, and 
self-control) is 
what Christian 
love looks like. 



This is the way 
it behaves.



So What?



We are to use 
our freedom to 

live by the 
Spirit, loving 
one another 
and bearing 

the fruit of love 
in all aspects of 

our lives.



If this 
quote is 

true:



“Your beliefs 
become your 

thoughts, Your 
thoughts 

become your 
words, Your 

words become 
your actions, 



Your actions 
become your 
habits, Your 

habits become 
your values, Your 

values become 
your destiny.”



Then is it you 
believe about 

freedom? 
Love? Grace? 



“What about 
the list of vices 

and the 
warning?” 



We should not 
think this list of 
vices and the 

stern warning to 
escape them 

sounds too much 
like life under the 
law that Paul is 

dismissing. 



This appeal is a 
vital part of a 

great letter that 
expounds the 

gospel of grace 
alone, in Christ 
alone, by faith 

alone. 



Our freedom is not 
a license to live any 
way we please but 

freedom by the 
Spirit to be what 

God has created us 
to be and 

redeemed us to be. 



Paul says the way 
to overcome is by 
giving ourselves to 

life in the Spirit. 



This is the way not 
only to avoiding 

the negative works 
of the flesh but the 
way to positively 
bear “the fruit of 

the Spirit.” 



Maybe We 
Should Ask 
Ourselves:



Is Our 
Freedom 
Bearing 

Good 
Fruit? 



Next Week...



Message Series

Pastor Leo A. Cunningham April 28 - June 2, 2019



Pastor Leo A. Cunningham June 2, 2019



And All 
Of God’s 
People 
Said 

Amen.
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