
Psalm 1



The truly happy person
doesn’t follow wicked 

advice, 

Psalm 1:1



doesn’t stand on the 
road of sinners, and 
doesn’t sit with the 

disrespectful.

Psalm 1:1 (continued)



Instead of doing those 
things, these persons 

love the Lord’s 
Instruction, 

Psalm 1:2



and they recite God’s 
Instruction day 

and night!

Psalm 1:2 (continued)



They are like a tree 
replanted by streams of 
water, which bears fruit 

at just the right time

Psalm 1:3



and whose leaves 
don’t fade. Whatever 

they do succeeds.

Psalm 1:3 (continued)



That’s not true for the 
wicked! They are like 

dust that the wind 
blows away.

Psalm 1:4



And that’s why the 
wicked will have no 

standing in the court 
of justice—

Psalm 1:5



neither will sinners in 
the assembly of the 

righteous.

Psalm 1:5 (continued)



The Lord is intimately 
acquainted with the way 

of the righteous, 

Psalm 1:6



but the way of the 
wicked is destroyed.

Psalm 1:6 (continued)



Pastor Leo A. Cunningham
September 23, 2018

Glenwood United Methodist Church



The first Psalm shows 
clearly the two different 
paths that people must 

choose between: the way 
of the Lord that leads to 

life, or the way of sin that 
leads to death.



A vivid contrast is made 
between a fruitful tree 

rooted near a living 
stream, or the worthless 

chaff, 



the outer part of wheat 
that doesn’t produce 

anything good and gets 
blown away by the wind.



In Psalm 1, the psalmist 
compares a righteous 

person to a tree, firmly 
planted by streams of 

water, that yields its fruit in 
its season; 



its leaves do not wither, 
and in whatever it does, 

it prospers. 



Let’s Compare 
These Other Two 
Tree Scriptures:



Ezekiel 47:11-12



Its marshes and swamps 
won’t be made fresh 

(they are left for salt),

Ezekiel 47:11



but on both banks of the 
river will grow up all 
kinds of fruit-bearing 

trees. 

Ezekiel 47:12



Their leaves won’t 
wither, and their 

fruitfulness won’t wane. 
They will produce fruit 

in every month, 

Ezekiel 47:12



because their water 
comes from the 

sanctuary. Their fruit will 
be for eating, their leaves 

for healing.”

Ezekiel 47:12



Revelation 22:1- 2



Then the angel showed 
me the river of life-giving 
water, shining like crystal, 
flowing from the throne 

of God and the Lamb

Revelation 22:1



through the middle of 
the city’s main street. 

On each side of the river 
is the tree of life,

Revelation 22:2



which produces twelve 
crops of fruit, bearing its 

fruit each month. The 
tree’s leaves are for the 
healing of the nations.

Revelation 22:2



1. A tree firmly planted by 
water

2. A tree that yields fruit
3. Leaves that do not wither
4. A tree that is prospering



There are other images with 
regards to the righteous and 
the wicked; 



• where one should or should 
not be located, 

• with whom one should or 
shouldn’t be associated, 

• who will last and who will 
not.



There might be a tendency to 
become overly pious and 
obnoxiously self-righteous 
when reading this Psalm. 



We need to spend some time 
with the agricultural images of 
the Psalm. 



The tree is presented as the 
ideal; that which we should 
strive to become.



The dust, or chaff, is to be 
disregarded and has no value 
or purpose; that which we 
hope not to be…wicked.



So What?



So What Does It 
Mean To Be A Tree? 



Dendrology 
Theology 



They are like a tree 
replanted by streams of 
water, which bears fruit 

at just the right time

Psalm 1:3



and whose leaves 
don’t fade. Whatever 

they do succeeds.

Psalm 1:3 (continued)



If we identify as the tree in 
the Psalm, then we should 

ask ourselves some 
questions. 



Where are we planted? 



Are we planted in 
appropriate soil? 



Are we so firm that 
we become rigid 
and breakable? 



Are we so flimsy that 
we bend and break?



Is there appropriate 
sunlight? 



How close is the 
next tree? 



How close is the next 
root support system?



What kind of 
nutrients are we 

being feed? 



Is our water good or 
is our water bad?



Are the bugs, beetles 
and bees and other 
animals helping or 

harming our growth?



Are we a fruit tree or a 
different type of tree?



What kind of “fruit” 
are we providing? 



Are we providing 
fruit? 



Is our fruit in season 
or out of season? 



Are there leaves when 
the fruit is gone? 

(Leaves that will identify 
the type of tree)



If we are not “fruit” 
trees but still trees, 
then what kind of 

tree are we? 



Spend some time this 
week praying and 
asking God these 

“Dendrology Theology” 
questions.



Next Week…
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And All Of 
God’s Children 
Said “Amen”.
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