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July 8, 2018



1 Kings 8:28-29 
Common English Bible (CEB)



Lord my God, listen 
to your servant’s 

prayer and 
request, and hear 
the cry and prayer 
that your servant 

prays to you today.



Constantly watch over this temple, 
the place about which you said, 
“My name will be there,” and listen 
to the prayer that your servant is 

praying toward this 
place.



Romans 12:12
Common English Bible (CEB)



Be happy in your 
hope, stand your 
ground when 
you’re in trouble, 
and devote 
yourselves to 
prayer.



Luke 11:1 
Common English 

Bible (CEB)



Jesus was praying 
in a certain place. 
When he finished, 
one of his disciples 
said, “Lord, teach 
us to pray, just as 
John taught his 
disciples.”
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Over the next five 
weeks, we’ll look at 
how we can answer 

the call to serve 
Christ at Glenwood 

United Methodist 
Church.



As members and 
worshipers of a United 
Methodist 
congregation, we 
profess our faith in God, 
our desire to live as 
disciples of Jesus Christ, 
and our commitment to 
our church.



We are called to 
faithfully participate 
in the life and 
ministries of our 
local congregation 
through our 
prayers, presence, 
gifts, service and 
witness. 



How can we go 
beyond the words 

we profess to 
actually living into 
the call to serve?



What is 
“Prayer?”



In the most 
simplest terms, 
prayer is 
communication 
with God.



1 Kings 8:28-29 
Common English Bible (CEB)



Lord my God, listen to 
your servant’s prayer 

and request, and hear 
the cry and prayer 
that your servant 

prays to you today.



Constantly watch over 
this temple, the place 
about which you said, 

“My name will be there,” 
and listen to the       
prayer that your 

servant is praying 
toward this place.



Romans 12:12
Common English Bible (CEB)



Be happy in your 
hope, stand your 
ground when 
you’re in trouble, 
and devote 
yourselves to 
prayer.



Luke 11:1 
Common English 

Bible (CEB)



Jesus was praying 
in a certain place. 
When he finished, 
one of his disciples 
said, “Lord, teach 
us to pray, just as 
John taught his 
disciples.”



Is there more 
than one way 

to  “Pray”?



Prayer in the 
Wesleyan 
Tradition



The United 
Methodist 

Hymnal as a 
Prayer Resource



AN ORDER FOR MORNING 
PRAISE AND PRAYER (UMH 876)

O Lord, open our lips.

And we shall declare
your praise.

CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER



New every morning 
is your love, 
great God of light,
and all day long 
you are working for 
good in the world.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING



Stir up in us desire 
to serve you, 
to live peacefully 
with our neighbors, 
and devote each day
to your Son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ the Lord.

Amen.



Together, let us pray 
for the people of this 
congregation . . . 

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



those who suffer
and those in trouble . . .

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



the concerns of
this local community . . .

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



the world, its people,
and its leaders . . .

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



the church universal–
its leaders, 
its members, 
its mission . . .

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



the communion of 
saints . . .

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



THE LORD’S PRAYER



The grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
Amen.

BLESSING



So What?



Everything we do 
as a congregation 
should begin with 
prayer. We will 
continue to build 
prayer-based 
ministries and 
missions.



We need to 
understand that 

mission and ministry, 
like “intercessory” 

prayer, isn’t focused 
on us. Let’s look at 

the offertory prayer:



Offertory Prayer



Holy God of new 
beginnings, through your 

son, you have sent us 
forth in the world to 

witness and to share the 
message of repentance. 

Offertory Prayer



Too often, the church has 
looked more like a club 
for the affirmation of 
members instead of a 

distribution hub for your 
transforming power. 

Offertory Prayer



As we bring our gifts, 
may they be deployed for 
your purposes; and may 
we also be deployed for 

your purposes. 

Offertory Prayer



We pray this in the name 
of our Shepherd to whom 

you have given care of 
many sheep. Amen.

Offertory Prayer



We are never “too 
busy” to pray, and if 
we think we’re too 
busy, that’s when we 
NEED to pray. 
Remember… 



…Even Jesus 
found time 

to pray.



Next Week…



Presence
Week Two

Glenwood United Methodist Church

Pastor Leo A. Cunningham
July 15, 2018



And all of 
God’s people 

said, 
“Amen.”
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